CHAPTER III,
IRELAND, DURING THE TUDOR PERIOD, TO THE END
OF THE REIGN OF HENRY VIII.
The government of Poynings an epoch in Irish History. The Parliament
of Drogheda. The reforms it accomplished. " Poynings' Law," and
its objects. Kildare placed again at the head of affairs in Ireland.
Nature of his government. The Battle of Cnocktue. Character of
the Earl Splendour of the House of Kildare. Gerald, the ninth
Earl, made Deputy. The policy of conquest and confiscation in
Ireland rejected by the king. His plan for governing Ireland.
Kildare, after a short interval of time, replaces Surrey as Deputy, He
is imprisoned in the Tower, but made Deputy again in 1552* Danger
of England in 1534. Kildare sent again to the Tower. The
Rebellion of Silken Thomas. Danger of the Pale and of English
power in Ireland. Siege and fall of the Castle of Maynooth.
Collapse of the rebellion. Death of Earl Gerald. Execution of
Silken Thomas and his uncles. Ruin of the House of Kildare. A
child, Gerald, saved to restore the family. The Reformation in
Ireland. State of the Church of the Pale and of the Celtic Church.
Policy and measures of the king. The Parliament of 1536. The
king made Head of the Church, and before long King instead of Lord
of Ireland. Other reforms. Opposition. Attempts made by Anglo-
Norman lords and Irish chiefs to rise. Battle of Beilahoe. Rapid
decline of the insurrection. Progress of the English arms in Ireland*
Henry carries out his scheme of Irish government. The Parliament
of 1540-2. Success of the king's policy. Ireland at peace. Re-
flections.
THE Viceroys of Ireland had had the title of Lords Lieutenant,
or were Deputies of these; there was scarcely any difference-